
  
   
  
 

55 
 

European Economic Letters 
ISSN 2323-5233 

Vol 12, Issue 1 (2022) 

http://eelet.org.uk 

The Current State of Mining in India and Related Health Issues 

1
Mr.Praveen Soneja, 

2
Dr.Smita Singh, 

3
Dr.Gurpreet Kaur, 

4
Ms.Priyanka Malhotra, 

5
Ms. Chandana Maji, 

1
Director General, Department of PGDM, Noida Institute of Engineering & Technology (MCA Institute), Greater 

Noida Uttar Pradesh, India 

2
Assistant Professor, Department of Master in Business Administration, Noida Institute of Engineering & Technology, 

Greater Noida Uttar Pradesh, India 

3
Assistant Professor, Department of Master in Business Administration, Noida Institute of Engineering & Technology, 

Greater Noida Uttar Pradesh, India 

4
Assistant Professor, Department of Master in Business Administration, Noida Institute of Engineering & Technology, 

Greater Noida Uttar Pradesh, India 

5
Assistant Professor, Department of Pharmacy, Noida Institute of Engineering & Technology, (Pharmacy Institute), 

Greater Noida Uttar Pradesh, India 

Email Id- 
1
dg@niet.co.in, 

2
smita.singh@niet.co.in, 

3
gurpreet.kaur@niet.co.in, 

4
priyanka.malhotra@niet.co.in, 

5
chandanamaji.pharmacy@niet.co.in, 

 

ABSTRACT: The health of the miners is at risk from the mining environment. It can hurt one's intellectual strength, 

causing Tension, stress at work, and unhappiness is examples of symptoms and illnesses, sleeplessness, rational 

exhaustion, and others. The goal of this homework was to present findings from a review of the scientific literature on 

mine worker mental health. Job stress, unsafe experiences, poor sleep quality, non-subjective well-being, job 

satisfaction, social-relationship conflicts, accident and injury history, musculoskeletal problems, drug dependency, 

hazardous working environment, and demanding employment are all factors to consider. The organizations were amid 

affection. Signs, symptoms, or disorders asked about the intellectual health of mine-workers. Mining can expose a 

portion of its workforce to major intellectual strength issues as a result of these variables. This document will separate 

facts about the health effects of asbestos mining on Indian mine workers (such as fibrosis, bronchogenic carcinoma, and 

malignant mesothelioma) and their current status. 

Keywords: Asbestos, Coal, Metallurgy, Mining, Safety, Silica. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Mining is an ancient profession that has long been associated with hard work and the risk of injury and disease. The 

investigation, mining establishment, administration, abandonment, and ecological restoration are all part of the mining 

lifecycle [1]. Mining is a multidisciplinary field that employs a wide variety of crafts and occupations. To follow up in 

epidemiological and clinical exertion, it is imperative to inquire nearby about the nature of duties, as the tenure 'minor' 

is very nonspecific. Mining is conventionally confidential as calciferous or coal and as field or underground. Mineral 

deposit mining can also be confidential of the type of metal being mined [2]. Mineral processing in one form or the 

other is generally carried out at mine sites. Many occupational health hazards in metallurgical mining are related to 

these metallurgical processes, so researchers will add commentary on metallurgical hazards [3]. The in-depth study on 

this concern is meant to insurance issues that are still relevant in the mining industry today. Noise-induced earshot loss, 

ergonomics, respirational illness, and system safety/risk administration are some of these topics [4]. On the other hand, 
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environmental impacts from mining are those that have a direct or indirect impact on ecological and human health, as 

shown in Figure 1. 

 

Figure 1: This Figure Shows the Environmental Impacts of Mining. 

1.1.  Mining's Effect on Human Health: 

Human exposure to a variety of fine particulates instituted in mining waste including silicon, titanium, manganese, zinc, 

Uranium, Sulphur, iron, coal, chromium, vanadium, platinum, lead, and mercury are examples of such elements [5]. 

The "invisible" health concern. As in Figure 2, ultrafine dust, which can be measured in nanometers, has the best 

potential to penetrate deep into the respiratory tract of the lungs. The smallest nanoparticles have the best chance of 

accumulating there because they can break through the alveolar casings and flow unswervingly into the bloodstream 

and be transferred to vital organs [6]. Uranium-containing nanoparticles have a high biological reactivity between the 

countless NPs observed in mining waste. They are not only chemically dangerous but also radioactive, making the 

pollution from this heavy metal worse. The toxicity of nanoparticles is determined by their chemical composition and 

method of exposure.  

Uranium exposure can cause changes in the immune, cardiovascular, neurological, and reproductive systems, as well as 

cancer and various chronic disorders such as diabetes and hypertension, as well as mortality [7]. Absorbed uranium 

travels through the bloodstream, where it is sieved by the variety and eliminated in the urine. Nevertheless, a significant 

amount of bioaccumulates in various muscles, causing damage as well as dysfunction and diseases. Nanoparticle 

toxicity has already been demonstrated in several organs. Glomerular injury and Proximal-tubule-damage transpire in 

the human kidney. In people and experimentally induced, bone toxicity has already been proven [8]. As a result, the 

ontogenesis process is inhibited, and the reabsorption and formation of bone slow down. Fewer cells, sperm 

abnormalities, and sex hormones have all been linked to fertility problems in humans. Drinking water in areas near 

uranium mines has a high concentration of nanoparticles. Uranium in drinkable water has a chemical consequence that 

is a public health issue. 
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Figure 2: Illustrates the Impact of Mining on Human Health. 

1.2.  Physical-Hazards: 

Type of injury is still a significant issue, and that can range from minor to catastrophic. Serious accidents mobile 

apparatus falls from high altitudes, traps, and electrical hazards are all leading causes of fatal injury. Relatively common 

but well-known forms of fatal injury included flooding of the underground mine, wet-fill releases through failed 

partition walls, and air surges from block crushing failure [9]. In developed countries, the thorough effectiveness of risk 

management measures has led to a considerable decrease in the incidence of injuries. However, further work is required 

to ensure rates that seem to be acceptable to the regular populace. Joy's assessment of this issue is about mining system 

security and risk management. 

In the mining sector, vibration is pretty much unavoidable. This is aided by transportation, drilling, crushing, blasting, 

ventilation, cutting, materials handling, and ore beneficiation. Noise mitigation in mining companies has proven 

difficult, and buzzing sound hearing impairments were nevertheless commonplace. Heat and moisture are common in 

steamy environments due to temperature differential and air column vehicles, the temperature of virgin rock and air 

solution increases in vast underground mines. Extreme heat has long been a subject of concern for South Africa's 

massive underground mining stocks, and temperature fatigue is still a concern. 

When operating mobile apparatus such as load haul-dump elements, busses, scrapers, and excavators, whole-body 

quivering is typical. It can aggravate or source pre-existing spinal problems. The situation becomes dire due to bad 

transportation and busses. The use of Weapons that vibrate, including such air leg rock drills, have always had the 

potential to be dangerous and cause hand-arm trembling pattern [10]. Radon daughter exposure has been accompanying 

a higher hazard of lung cancer in underground miners, though this risk is now mostly reduced by my ventilation. 

Though this is an estimate based on scholarships of outside employees in other industries, solar UV exposure in 
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external mining operations is likely to subsidize the incidence of squamous cell carcinoma. Occupations that require a 

lot of time outside don’t seem to be connected with an improved incidence of melanoma [11]. 

In pyro-metallurgical operations, infrared exposure increases heat stress, which can lead to cataracts. In electrolytic 

smelting and refining operations, magnetic fields are encountered. In India, the meteorological heaviness is high in deep 

alternative coalmines and low in high-altitude mines. Mine minors have been observed to develop biological revisions 

and indicators of benevolent acute foothill condition as a result of chronic intermittent hypoxia at altitude. There was no 

evidence of high-altitude pulmonary edema or cerebral edema. Deep mines with high barometric pressure have higher 

air infections, and lower moisture-evaporation rates [12]. 

1.3.  Biological Hazards: 

Tropical infections such as malaria and yellow fever are serious hazards sometimes in distant mining communities. 

Salmonellosis associated with all the stages were frequent in mines, but rat extermination and sanitary conditions have 

eliminated these hazards in the developed world. At mine sites, cooling towers are widespread. Significant amounts of 

Legionella infection or other heterotrophic microbes require regular microbiological examination of the water [13]. 

1.4.  Ergonomic-Hazards: 

Despite the reality that mining is now becoming progressively mechanized, it still requires a great deal of physical 

effort. The much more prevalent kind of hazardous sickness in the resources sector is cumulative trauma disorders, 

which can have long-term repercussions. During ground troops and pipe and insulated wire suspension, overhead work 

is commonplace. This can induce severe shoulder issues. Broken ground seems to be a regular occurrence that can 

cause ankle and knee pain. Several mines run 24/7 a day, therefore rotating shifts are frequent. The 12:00-hour shift has 

been increasingly popular over the years. In the workforce, weariness connected to shift work has received a lot of 

attention. Insufficient sleep, which is widespread in hot areas, has been shown to impact growth and cognitive 

performance in other drivers [14]. The control system of mobile devices has already been employed in mineral 

extraction to lessen the chances of fatal rock falls. This requires an emphasis on clearly explaining, which are similar in 

many aspects in control rooms of mining plants. 

1.5.  Psychosocial-Hazards: 

Though drug and alcohol addiction has always been a hazard in the resources sector, most big mines already have laws 

as well as systems in place. The question of how to evaluate psychophysical damage is still being debated. 

Nevertheless, mining operations often demand pre-employment and post-accident measurements of urinary drug 

residue as well as breath or blood alcohol [12]. 

The best example is mining, which often takes place in isolated areas. Massive ores, particularly ones found on Mount 

Isa in Queensland, Australia, and processed for nearly 80 years, support the construction of a municipality. On the other 

extreme, recent developments are sometimes insignificant and do not ensure the establishment of permanent 

populations. As a result, 'fly-in-fly-out' enterprises have risen in importance, with mining employees separated from 

their families and community while still on the job [15]. 

Migrant postings are also widespread in mining, and the psychosocial risks associated with them have only recently 

been studied. Inopportunely, fatal and serious upsetting grievances still transpire in the withdrawal industry, and they 

usually harm drive. Witnesses, coworkers, and bosses can all suffer from post-traumatic stress disorder. Even in the 
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absence of fault, recorded executives usually feel personally accountable for such grievances and are subject to 

government investigation and legal procedures. 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW 

According to the researcher L. Han et al et al. [16] Coal is the second largest source of the world's total energy demand, 

exacerbated by the high-risk nature of coal mining. As a result, it is important to talk about the health problems facing 

coal miners. One of the concerns associated with coal mining activities is poor indoor air quality, due to the high 

concentration of airborne contaminants. This study used a descriptive technique with quantitative secondary data to 

examine the results of air quality measurements in the PT-X office. In addition, NO2, SO2, CO2, CO, Pb, PM10, 

temperature, humidity, and noise are all monitoring factors. Findings showed that there was an IAQ issue with noise, 

temperature, and humidity levels above the recommended levels. As a result, the management of PT-IAQ X was still 

evolving systematically and thoroughly. 

L. Han et al. [17] Coal dust is one of the most important predictors of cardiovascular and respiratory problems amongst 

miners, as per the research. Evaluated the effect of occupational exposures on coal miners' plain radiography, 

respiratory rate, hypertension, and electroencephalogram indices, but also the risks that are associated with them. The 

coal miners' chest radiograph, PF, BP, and ECG have been assessed using a radiographic machine, goniometer, 

sphygmomanometer, and heart rate monitor. Abnormal BP was most common among mineworkers, followed by 

anomalous ECG, PF, and MRI scans. Radiography in coalminers was concomitant to years of dust revelation, 

cigarettes, swallowing, and the structure and amount of mining. Coal worker’s pneumoconiosis (CWP) was detected in 

80 coal miners, amounting to 0.34 percent of the entire. Coal miners' impaired blood pressure and radiography are 

serious medical concerns in China that require quick attention. To safeguard the health of mineworkers, effective health 

promotion and preventative protocols should be employed. 

J. Luan et al. [18] According to the report, coal mining can lead to a significant drop in groundwater levels, as well as a 

significant drop in river bed streams during the dry season. In calculation, surface water loss can occur due to coal mine 

subsidence and water-conducting fractures. There it becomes a great difficulty to measure the impact of coal mining 

activities on runoff. The impacts of coal mining on overflow are assessed using the hydrological model, which takes 

into account vegetation dynamics. According to the study's findings, coal mining reduced total surface runoff by 

29.35% in the Wangdaohengta-sub-catchment, 55.41 percent in the Shenmue-sub-catchment and 49.44 percent in the 

Kue River overall catchment area from 2012 to 2020. In years and seasons when there is a lot of runoff, the reduction in 

runoff from coal mines is usually significant. On the other hand, the conservational bearing assessment progression is 

doesn’t standardized. Investigation concepts and methodology effectively isolate the effects of splitting the human 

happenings on the runoff process, creating a strong platform for future research. 

Research Question 

 What risks could be present, as well as prospective hazards? 

 What are the assessment priorities, as well as the degrees of exposure and sickness that are present? 
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3. METHODOLOGY 

3.1.  Design: 

A thorough investigation was done. A thorough search was performed using a combination of the following keywords, 

search Google Scholar, Scopus, Web of Science, and Science Direct catalogs: mining accidents, mining operations 

injuries, human error throughout mining, adaptive mining, and so on. The following are the requirements for inclusion: 

 Between January-2000 and June-2020, the study was published; 

 Participants were coal mining workers/accidents in coal mines, and the accidents were linked to their jobs; 

 The research looked at coal mine safety concerns or causes of accidents, variables that influence hazardous 

behavior and Coal mining accidents, mining activities rescue operations, coal mining rescue planning, mining 

activities environmental effect, mines information and technology, and cognitive mining all topics frequently 

come up in a conversation about just the industry. 

 The work was accepted for publication in a peer-reviewed journal; 

 

3.2.  Instrument: 

In this section, the researcher finds out the different category of mining, which is mentioned in Figure 3, in graphical 

representation. According to this Figure, there is 4 type category used first one is skill based error, the second is 

decision error, third one is a perceptual error and last one is a violation. 

 

Figure 3: Illustrate the Category of Mining 

3.3.  Data Sample: 

The coal business has significant health and environmental effect, and phasing it out would yield immediate health and 

environmental advantages that will outweigh the costs. India's new solar farms provide electricity at a lower cost than 

the country's current coal facilities and Table 1, displays the different company growth and targets in the coal industries. 
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Table 1: Illustrates the Different Company Growth and Targets in the Coal Industries 

Sr. No. Company Target Ach. (Prov.) 

Actual During 

Cores period 

of the previous 

year 

Growth 

(%) 
Target 

1. SCCL 70 53.67 46.80 35.44 70 

2. CIL 669 43.65 503.3 5.6 720 

3. Captive 97 75.12 75.34 36.20 93 

4. Others 13 5.33 6.67 70 77 

3.4.  Data Collection: 

This section introduces the year-wise coal production which info is mentioned in Table 2. This table shows the average 

Coking Coal production in 2016-17 is 44.45, in 2017-18 43.66, in 2018-19 53.33, and in 2019-20 57.65. Like this other 

types of coal also produce equally manner. Non-coking coal production in 2016-17 is 158.44, in 2017-18 is 150.44, in 

2018-19 is 162.45, and in 2019-20 is 177.67. Total Coal import in 2016-17 is 210, in 2017-18 is 187, in 2018-19 is 224, 

and in 2019-20 is 276. 

Table 2: Illustrates The Different Coal Production Years In The Sector. 

Sr. No. Coal 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 

(Prov.) 

1. Coking Coal 44.45 43.66 53.33 57.65 53.57 

2. Non-Coking Coal 158.44 150.44 162.45 177.67 197.45 

3. Total Coal Import 210 187 224 276 254 

4. Coke 3.98 6.87 5.7 6 4.65 

3.5.  Data Analysis: 

In 2019, India mined 716 million metric tons (789 million short tons) of coal, making it the world's second-biggest 

producer and user of coal behind China. Coal accounts for more than 40% of India's energy. Coal is imported to the 

tune of 30%. India produces coking coal to suit the needs of its steel factories due to competition and low average 

quality. Dhanbad, India's biggest coal-producing city, is known as the country's coal capital. Between its nationalization 

in 1973 and 2018, state-owned Coal India gained control of coal mining. The majority of coal is used to create energy, 

and coal is used to generate the majority of electricity, however, coal-fired power stations have been criticized for 

violating environmental standards. Figure 4, discloses the different production years of coal mining in the sector. 
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Figure 4: Discloses the Different Production Years of the Coal Mining In the 

4. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

The goal of this review was to compile the conclusions of an overview of the existing research literature on mine 

operators' mental health. The preponderance of the items examined throughout the research study was about 

mineworkers, followed by silver miners. The type of mining activity was not mentioned in most of the reports. On the 

other hand, the findings imply that the research was focused on three topics: 

 Personal characteristics and psychological issues; 

 Psychosocial issues and factors affecting one's health; 

 Physical issues and management problems  

The first topic received the most attention. Some investigations have focused on symptomatology and psychological 

issues. For example, the results revealed that employee stress, negative affect, anxiety, and sleep issues have all been 

present. The mining business is a subset of the manufacturing industries, thus these findings can be combined. 

According to research, workers may be more prone to depressive illnesses as a result of moderate-high job stress, 

significant levels of anxiety, sleep disturbances, or other issues [19]. Some of these findings suggest that psychological 

disorders are associated with the marital status, monthly salary, or educational level of young mine workers. This is in 

line with the findings of research which found that young workers in the industrial sector had higher levels of concern 

and despair than other workers. Furthermore, the findings are consistent with the following: The study concluded that 

marital status, specifically divorce status, is related to mental health disorders. The study discussed a momentous 

suggestion between income and the reversal of sadness, and disposition traits such as extroversion, and the study 

indicated that major depression increased in populations with lower educational attainment and fewer psychological 

endowments and that neuroticism and psychological well-being were associated. Finally, when it came to cognitive 

degeneration due to chemical exposure, the findings were linked; who said that mercury exposure disrupts 

neurotransmission, which can lead to depression and an increased risk of suicide [20]. 
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Articles on the second topic focused on work-related psychosocial risks, interpersonal relationships, drug use, and other 

health-related factors. Some research has linked workplace psychosocial hazards to mental health issues. According to 

these studies, higher Job demand/lack of safety and access, increased work and time of reward, increased labor 

interference, workplace antagonism, and absence of collective upkeep were all linked to reduced emotional condition 

and longevity. He claims that levels of stress, high job expectations, workplace stress, a lack of functional 

responsibility, and statistical overload contribute to poor psychological well-being, psychiatric conditions, and drug 

usage, including physical issues such as diabetes and headache. 

5. CONCLUSION 

Miners may put a large proportion of their personnel at risk for eating disorders as well as job stress. According to the 

investigation, four topics should be addressed. Psychological issues including individual qualities, psychological 

symptoms and mental well-being factors, well-being and physical problems, and organizational issues also were 

addressed to manage, improve, and promote mine operators' mental health and guarantee psychologically fellow 

humans. Evidence demonstrates that a hazardous atmosphere goes to work, such as shift work timetable, personal 

relations, such as conflict is associated, psychosomatic risks at work, including excessive workload, professional 

pressure, including the superiority of lifespan, career consummation, drug, disposition characteristics, psychological 

ownership, somatic and physical compassion, and other relevant factors encapsulated in enterprises, in a very way as to 

guarantee the care and endorsement of the older adults. 
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