European Economic Letters
ISSN 2323-5233

Vol 15, Issue 3 (2025)
http://eelet.org.uk

Implementation of Child Protection Laws Against Sexual Abuse in Madhya
Pradesh: A Critical Study

Sunil Verma
Research Scholar, Oriental School of law
Oriental university Indore, Madhya Pradesh, India

Professor Dr. Pooja Khetrapal
(Research Supervisor Oriental university Indore, Madhya Pradesh

Abstract

This study critically examines the implementation of laws relating to the protection of children from sexual abuse in the
state of Madhya Pradesh, focusing on the effectiveness of legal frameworks and the challenges faced in enforcing them.
The research investigates the role of various laws, including the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO)
Act, 2012, and the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015, in safeguarding children’s rights. It also
explores the responsibilities of law enforcement agencies, special courts, child welfare committees, and non-governmental
organizations in tackling child sexual abuse. The study identifies significant issues, such as delays in trials, challenges in
evidence collection, inadequate victim protection, and lack of resources that hinder the successful implementation of these
laws. By analyzing case studies, data, and legal practices in Madhya Pradesh, the study provides insights into the gaps in
the legal system and offers recommendations for improving the protection and support for child victims of sexual abuse.

Introduction

Child sexual abuse is a grave violation of human rights, deeply affecting the physical, emotional, and psychological well-
being of victims. In India, the increasing incidents of child sexual abuse have necessitated stringent laws and their effective
implementation. The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, was enacted as a comprehensive
law to address such offenses with child-friendly procedures for reporting, investigation, and trial. Additionally, other legal
frameworks, including the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015, and relevant provisions under the
Indian Penal Code (IPC), play a crucial role in safeguarding children. Madhya Pradesh, unfortunately, has recorded one of
the highest numbers of child sexual abuse cases in India, highlighting the urgent need to assess the effectiveness of legal
mechanisms and their implementation in the state. Despite stringent laws, various challenges such as delayed trials,
underreporting, social stigma, lack of awareness, and inadequate victim support services hinder justice delivery. Law
enforcement agencies, the judiciary, child welfare committees, and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) have a
significant role in ensuring the proper implementation of laws and safeguarding children. The establishment of special
courts and fast-track courts for POCSO cases has aimed at expediting justice, yet the conviction rates remain a concern due
to evidentiary issues and procedural delays. Moreover, socio-economic factors, including poverty, illiteracy, and patriarchal
mindsets, further contribute to the vulnerability of children, making them susceptible to exploitation. This study critically
examines the implementation of child protection laws in Madhya Pradesh, analyzing their effectiveness in ensuring justice
for victims while identifying gaps and challenges in law enforcement and the judicial process. It also explores the role of
society, media, and government initiatives in tackling child sexual abuse. By conducting a comprehensive review of legal
provisions, case studies, statistical data, and expert opinions, this research aims to provide insights into the current scenario
and suggest policy reforms for strengthening the child protection framework. The study seeks to contribute to the discourse
on child rights and legal justice by recommending measures for improving law enforcement, increasing awareness, ensuring
victim rehabilitation, and fostering a safer environment for children in Madhya Pradesh.

Background of the Study

Child sexual abuse is a serious social and legal issue that threatens the safety and well-being of children. India has enacted
several laws to address this problem, with the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, being the
most significant legal framework designed specifically to safeguard children from sexual exploitation and abuse. Despite
these legal provisions, Madhya Pradesh has consistently reported high cases of child sexual abuse, raising concerns about
the effectiveness of law enforcement and judicial mechanisms in the state. The persistence of such crimes highlights gaps
in legal implementation, awareness, victim protection, and rehabilitation services. Socio-economic factors, lack of proper
legal awareness, procedural delays, and societal stigma further hinder justice for victims. This study aims to critically
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analyze the implementation of child protection laws in Madhya Pradesh, assess the challenges faced by stakeholders, and
suggest improvements to strengthen the legal framework and safeguard children’s rights effectively.

Rationale and Significance of the Study

Child sexual abuse is a pervasive issue that not only violates fundamental human rights but also leaves long-term
psychological and emotional scars on victims. Despite the existence of stringent laws like the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, and other legal provisions under the Indian Penal Code (IPC), Madhya Pradesh
continues to report alarmingly high cases of child sexual abuse, raising concerns about the effectiveness of legal
implementation. The study is significant as it critically examines the gaps between legislative intent and ground-level
enforcement, identifying obstacles such as delayed justice, lack of awareness, societal stigma, and inadequate victim
support mechanisms. The rationale behind this research is to assess the functioning of the legal and judicial system in
handling child sexual abuse cases in Madhya Pradesh and to explore the role of various stakeholders, including law
enforcement agencies, judiciary, child welfare organizations, and society at large. Understanding the barriers to justice and
rehabilitation for victims will provide insights into policy shortcomings and suggest necessary reforms. Additionally, the
study aims to contribute to academic discourse by analyzing statistical data, case studies, and expert opinions, offering
recommendations for strengthening child protection frameworks. By highlighting the challenges and proposing solutions,
this research seeks to create awareness, influence policy decisions, and contribute to a more effective legal response to
child sexual abuse in Madhya Pradesh, ensuring a safer environment for children and fostering a more robust child
protection system in the state.

Literature Review

Rao, S., & Sandeep, M. N. (2021). Legislations to combat child sexual abuse in India, including the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, and the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015, represent
significant legal frameworks aimed at protecting children from sexual exploitation and abuse. While these laws provide
comprehensive measures for prevention, reporting, investigation, and prosecution, they face critical implementation
challenges. Loopholes such as delays in trials, inadequate victim protection during proceedings, and gaps in evidence
collection often hinder the effective functioning of these laws. Furthermore, despite stringent penalties, low conviction
rates and societal stigma surrounding child sexual abuse contribute to underreporting and a lack of trust in the justice
system. The lack of awareness about these laws, insufficient resources for law enforcement agencies, and the absence of
adequate rehabilitation and support mechanisms for victims further exacerbate these issues. Addressing these challenges is
essential for the laws to achieve their intended purpose of safeguarding children’s rights and ensuring justice.

Mathew, L. A. (2017). India has established several legislative models to prosecute child sexual abuse, primarily through
the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, and the Indian Penal Code (IPC). The POCSO Act
defines various forms of child sexual abuse and provides a child-friendly framework for reporting, investigation, and trial.
It mandates the establishment of special courts to expedite cases and ensures stringent penalties for offenders. However,
despite these legal provisions, the prosecution of child sexual abuse cases faces significant challenges. Delays in
investigations, low conviction rates, and insufficient infrastructure for victim support often undermine the effectiveness of
these laws. Additionally, the lack of adequate training for law enforcement personnel and judges on handling sensitive
child abuse cases further complicates the prosecution process. A critical analysis reveals that while India’s legislative
models offer a comprehensive framework for child protection, their implementation remains inconsistent, necessitating
stronger enforcement mechanisms, public awareness, and victim rehabilitation services.

Renu, R., & Chopra, G. (2019). Child sexual abuse remains a grave issue in India, with alarming rates of incidents
reported across the country. The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, was enacted to address
this pressing concern by providing a legal framework for the protection of children from sexual abuse, exploitation, and
pornography. The Act defines various forms of child sexual abuse, including penetrative and aggravated sexual assault,
and mandates child-friendly procedures for reporting, investigation, and trial. It also establishes special courts for
expeditious hearings and strict punishment for offenders. However, a research review highlights several challenges in the
effective implementation of POCSO, such as delays in trials, inadequate training of law enforcement officials, lack of
victim support systems, and underreporting due to social stigma. The review suggests that while the Act represents a
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positive step forward, there is a need for more robust enforcement, public awareness, and better rehabilitation mechanisms
to ensure justice for child victims.

Manimozhi, B. (2021). The interpretation of "sexual assault" under the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act, 2012, has been central to ensuring justice for child victims of sexual abuse in India. In the case of Satish
Ragde v. State of Maharashtra, the court examined the definition of "sexual assault" under Section 7 of the POCSO Act.
The case highlighted the nuanced application of the law, particularly in distinguishing between different forms of sexual
offenses. The judgment reinforced the need for a broad and inclusive interpretation of "sexual assault" to cover various acts
that cause harm to a child, even if they do not involve penetrative assault. A critical study of this case reveals that while
the POCSO Act aims to protect children comprehensively, challenges remain in its application, particularly in handling
cases involving non-penetrative abuse. The study emphasizes the need for a more robust understanding of the term to
ensure that all forms of sexual abuse are appropriately addressed.

Kushwaha, B. S. (2022). The effectiveness of the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, in
safeguarding children from sexual abuse has been a subject of critical analysis. While the Act provides a comprehensive
legal framework to address child sexual abuse, it faces significant challenges in its implementation. The law mandates
special procedures for the reporting, investigation, and trial of cases, and establishes special courts to expedite justice.
However, delays in investigations, low conviction rates, and a lack of sufficient support systems for victims remain
persistent issues. Additionally, the limited awareness about the Act, particularly in rural areas, and the stigma surrounding
child sexual abuse often prevent cases from being reported. Despite these hurdles, the POCSO Act has made strides in
creating a child-friendly legal environment and offering stricter penalties for offenders. A critical study suggests that
enhancing training for law enforcement, improving victim support systems, and increasing public awareness could further
strengthen the Act's effectiveness.

Legal Framework for Protection of Children from Sexual Abuse

The legal framework for protecting children from sexual abuse is a combination of international conventions, constitutional
provisions, and national laws that aim to prevent, punish, and rehabilitate victims of such crimes. The increasing incidents
of child sexual abuse have necessitated a strong legal structure to ensure justice and safeguard children's rights. Various
international and national laws, including the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), the
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children)
Act, 2015, and provisions under the Indian Penal Code (IPC), play a crucial role in addressing this serious issue.

e International Legal Framework (UNCRC, Other Conventions)

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), adopted in 1989, is one of the most comprehensive
international treaties that recognize and protect the rights of children worldwide. India ratified the UNCRC in 1992,
committing to ensuring children's rights to survival, development, protection, and participation. Article 34 of the UNCRC
explicitly mandates that member states take appropriate measures to prevent child sexual exploitation and abuse, including
child prostitution and involvement in pornographic material. Other international frameworks, such as the Optional Protocol
to the UNCRC on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution, and Child Pornography, and conventions under the International
Labour Organization (ILO), also emphasize eliminating child abuse and exploitation. These treaties serve as guiding
principles for Indian laws aimed at protecting children from sexual offenses.

e  Constitutional Provisions for Child Protection in India

The Indian Constitution provides a strong foundation for child protection by recognizing their rights and ensuring their
welfare. Article 15(3) empowers the state to make special provisions for children, acknowledging their vulnerability.
Article 21 guarantees the right to life and personal liberty, which includes protection from sexual exploitation. Article 39(e)
and (f) directs the state to ensure that children are not subjected to abuse and that their development takes place in a healthy
and dignified manner. Additionally, Article 45 mandates free and compulsory education, which indirectly aids in reducing
child exploitation by promoting education and awareness. These constitutional provisions form the basis for enacting child
protection laws in India.
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o  The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012

The POCSO Act, 2012, is a landmark legislation that provides a comprehensive legal framework to address child sexual
abuse in India. The Act defines various forms of sexual offenses against children, including penetrative sexual assault,
aggravated assault, sexual harassment, and pornography. It also ensures child-friendly procedures for reporting,
investigation, and trial, including provisions for special courts to expedite justice. One of the key aspects of POCSO is the
mandatory reporting of child sexual abuse cases, holding individuals accountable for failing to report such crimes. The Act
prescribes strict punishments, including life imprisonment for aggravated offenses, thereby acting as a deterrent. However,
challenges in implementation, such as delays in trial, lack of awareness, and insufficient rehabilitation measures, continue
to hinder the law's effectiveness.

e Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015

The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015, is another crucial legislation that focuses on children in
need of care and protection, including victims of sexual abuse. The Act provides mechanisms for their rehabilitation
through child welfare committees and special homes. It also lays down provisions for handling cases where juveniles are
accused of committing sexual offenses. By emphasizing rehabilitation and reintegration, the Act ensures that child victims
receive proper psychological and social support, reducing the long-term impact of abuse. However, gaps in implementation,
such as inadequate infrastructure and trained personnel, often limit its effectiveness in providing holistic care to victims.

¢ Role of Indian Penal Code (IPC) in Child Sexual Abuse Cases

Several provisions under the Indian Penal Code (IPC) are applicable in cases of child sexual abuse. Sections 375 and 376
of the IPC criminalize rape, with enhanced punishments for offenses against minors. Section 354 deals with outraging the
modesty of a woman, which is often invoked in child abuse cases. Section 366A penalizes the procurement of a minor girl
for illicit purposes, while Section 372 and 373 criminalize the sale and purchase of minors for prostitution. Although the
IPC has historically provided legal remedies, it lacked a child-specific focus, which was addressed with the introduction of
POCSO. However, IPC provisions continue to play a supplementary role in prosecuting child sexual abuse offenders.

e Other Relevant Legislations and Policies

Apart from POCSO and IPC provisions, various other laws contribute to child protection. The Information Technology
(IT) Act, 2000, addresses child pornography and online sexual exploitation, making it a punishable offense. The Immoral
Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956, criminalizes child trafficking for sexual purposes, while the Prohibition of Child Marriage
Act, 2006, prevents child marriages that often lead to sexual exploitation. Government policies, such as the National Plan
of Action for Children and initiatives under the Ministry of Women and Child Development, focus on awareness,
prevention, and rehabilitation efforts. Despite these laws and policies, effective implementation remains a challenge due to
societal stigma, lack of awareness, and procedural delays in the judicial system. The legal framework for protecting children
from sexual abuse in India, particularly in Madhya Pradesh, is robust, with multiple laws addressing various aspects of the
issue. However, gaps in implementation, judicial delays, lack of awareness, and inadequate victim support services hinder
justice delivery. Strengthening law enforcement, expediting trials, improving rehabilitation mechanisms, and enhancing
public awareness are essential to ensuring a safer environment for children. A holistic approach involving legal reforms,
social awareness, and efficient execution of laws is crucial in combating child sexual abuse effectively.

Implementation of Child Protection Laws in Madhya Pradesh

The implementation of child protection laws in Madhya Pradesh is critical in addressing the growing concern of child
sexual abuse in the state. The role of the state government and law enforcement agencies is pivotal in ensuring that child
protection laws are effectively enforced. The state government has introduced various initiatives, including awareness
campaigns, training programs for police personnel, and the establishment of child-friendly police stations. The police and
law enforcement agencies are responsible for registering cases, conducting investigations, and ensuring that offenders are
prosecuted under the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012. However, issues such as delayed
investigations, lack of sensitization among officers, and underreporting due to societal stigma often hinder effective law
enforcement. Special courts and fast-track courts for POCSO cases have been set up in Madhya Pradesh to expedite trials
and ensure timely justice for child victims. These courts aim to reduce case backlog and provide a child-sensitive legal
environment. Despite these efforts, delays in forensic examination, lack of trained judges, and prolonged judicial
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procedures continue to slow down justice delivery. Child Welfare Committees (CWCs) and NGOs play a crucial role in
rehabilitating victims of child sexual abuse. CWCs are responsible for ensuring the well-being of affected children, while
NGOs provide psychological counseling, legal aid, and shelter to victims. Organizations such as Childline India Foundation
and state-run welfare programs assist in intervention and support services. However, resource constraints, bureaucratic
delays, and lack of coordination between agencies often affect the efficiency of these organizations. Challenges in the
implementation of child protection laws include procedural inefficiencies, lack of trained personnel, social stigma, and the
reluctance of victims and families to report cases. The low conviction rate in child sexual abuse cases is another major
concern, as many cases result in acquittals due to lack of evidence and witness hostility. Strengthening law enforcement,
improving judicial efficiency, increasing public awareness, and enhancing victim support mechanisms are essential to
ensuring better implementation of child protection laws in Madhya Pradesh.

Socio-Legal Analysis of Child Sexual Abuse Cases in Madhya Pradesh

Child sexual abuse in Madhya Pradesh is a complex issue influenced by various socio-economic, cultural, and legal factors.
A comprehensive socio-legal analysis helps in understanding the root causes, assessing the effectiveness of laws, and
identifying gaps in implementation. Socio-economic factors contributing to child sexual abuse include poverty, lack of
education, unemployment, and gender inequality. Children from economically disadvantaged backgrounds, especially
those engaged in child labor, living on the streets, or from broken families, are at a higher risk of exploitation. Financial
dependency, substance abuse within families, and domestic violence further create an environment where children become
vulnerable to sexual offenses. Rural areas, where patriarchal norms are strong, often witness a culture of silence, preventing
victims from seeking justice. Public awareness and community involvement play a crucial role in addressing child sexual
abuse. Due to stigma and fear, many cases go unreported, and victims are often silenced by their families to protect social
reputation. Awareness campaigns by government and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) have helped in educating
people about the legal rights of children and the importance of reporting abuse. However, rural and marginalized
communities still lack access to such information, and traditional beliefs often deter families from taking legal action
against perpetrators. Sensitization programs in schools, involvement of religious and community leaders, and encouraging
open discussions can help in breaking the silence and ensuring a proactive approach to child safety. The role of media in
addressing child sexual abuse cases has been significant in highlighting incidents, shaping public opinion, and pressuring
authorities to act. Investigative journalism and news reports have exposed institutional failures and encouraged legal
reforms. However, in some cases, sensationalist reporting has led to the violation of victims' privacy and unnecessary
trauma. Ethical media coverage should focus on awareness, survivor support, and responsible reporting, rather than merely
increasing viewership through shocking narratives. Social media platforms have also played a dual role—while they have
helped raise awareness and mobilize support, they have also been misused for spreading misinformation and even
perpetrating abuse through online exploitation. The psychological and social impact on victims of child sexual abuse is
profound, affecting their mental health, self-esteem, and future well-being. Survivors often experience post-traumatic stress
disorder (PTSD), depression, anxiety, and suicidal tendencies. Social stigma and victim-blaming make it difficult for
children to speak about their trauma, leading to long-term psychological distress. Many victims face rejection from their
own families and communities, further isolating them from the support they need. The lack of specialized mental health
services, especially in rural areas, leaves survivors without proper counseling or rehabilitation, worsening their emotional
suffering. Schools and child welfare agencies must integrate trauma-informed care to help survivors rebuild their lives and
regain confidence. Rehabilitation and support mechanisms for victims are crucial in ensuring that survivors of child sexual
abuse receive justice and the necessary care. Government programs, Child Welfare Committees (CWCs), and NGOs play
a significant role in providing legal aid, counseling, and safe shelter to victims. Institutions such as child protection homes,
crisis intervention centers, and helpline services have been established to assist survivors. However, the implementation of
these rehabilitation measures remains inconsistent due to bureaucratic delays, lack of funding, and inadequate trained
professionals. Many victims struggle to access these services, and in some cases, improper management of shelter homes
has led to further exploitation. The legal system also needs to ensure that trials are conducted sensitively, protecting the
dignity and privacy of child victims. Stronger coordination between law enforcement, judiciary, social workers, and
healthcare professionals is essential to improve rehabilitation efforts. Addressing child sexual abuse in Madhya Pradesh
requires a holistic approach, combining stricter law enforcement, widespread awareness, accessible psychological support,
and robust rehabilitation mechanisms. Only through a collective effort by the government, civil society, and communities
can a safer environment be created for children, ensuring their protection from sexual exploitation and abuse.
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Challenges in Law Enforcement and Judicial System

The implementation of laws related to child sexual abuse in India, including in Madhya Pradesh, faces several significant
challenges in the law enforcement and judicial system, which hinder timely justice and proper rehabilitation for victims.
One of the foremost issues is the delay in investigation and trial of child sexual abuse cases. These delays are often
attributed to the backlog of cases in courts, inadequate infrastructure, and the lack of sufficient trained personnel within the
police force. Investigations into child sexual abuse cases are often prolonged due to bureaucratic inefficiencies, lack of
priority given to such cases, and delays in collecting crucial evidence. In many instances, delays in the judicial process
result in children having to wait for extended periods before their cases are heard, which can cause further trauma to the
victims and reduce the likelihood of obtaining a fair trial. Furthermore, the slow pace of proceedings often diminishes
public confidence in the judicial system and discourages victims from coming forward.

Another significant challenge in the judicial process is the issues in evidence collection and medical examination. The
collection of evidence in child sexual abuse cases is a delicate process that requires expertise and sensitivity, especially
when the victim is a minor. Inadequate forensic facilities, lack of properly trained investigators, and improper handling of
evidence can lead to critical lapses that hinder the prosecution's case. Moreover, the medical examination of child victims
of sexual abuse is often not conducted in a timely manner, which can result in the loss of crucial physical evidence. The
lack of consistency in conducting these medical examinations also affects the accuracy and admissibility of the evidence
in court, further complicating the pursuit of justice.

The protection of child victims and witnesses during trial is another challenge. During the legal process, children may
be subjected to distressing cross-examinations and face intimidation or fear of retribution from the accused, leading to
additional trauma. Many courts are not equipped with child-friendly environments, and the legal procedures themselves
can be intimidating and overwhelming for children. Special provisions, such as the establishment of special courts or the
use of video-conferencing for testimony, have been introduced under the POCSO Act to protect the child victims, but the
consistent implementation of these provisions remains a challenge. Additionally, the lack of adequate victim support
services, such as counseling or legal assistance, further impacts the victim's well-being and their ability to participate fully
in the legal process.

Another critical issue that impacts the effectiveness of the judicial system is the issues of false allegations and misuse of
laws. While it is essential to protect the rights of child sexual abuse victims, there have been concerns regarding false
allegations or misuse of child protection laws. In some instances, the fear of the accused being wrongly convicted or the
desire for revenge may lead to false accusations. This undermines the credibility of the legal system and can result in the
victimization of innocent individuals. Moreover, while false allegations are relatively rare in sexual abuse cases, they
remain a significant concern, particularly in high-profile or politically sensitive cases. The misuse of laws can create a
complex environment where victims may be reluctant to report abuse, fearing that their credibility may be questioned or
that the legal system is biased.

The lack of infrastructure and resources for effective implementation of child protection laws is perhaps the most
pervasive challenge. Despite the existence of robust legal frameworks such as the POCSO Act, the practical implementation
of these laws requires substantial resources, both in terms of trained human capital and physical infrastructure. Many law
enforcement agencies, particularly in rural and underserved areas of Madhya Pradesh, lack the necessary resources to
effectively investigate and prosecute child sexual abuse cases. This includes insufficient funding for victim rehabilitation
programs, the absence of specialized law enforcement units for handling child abuse cases, and the lack of sufficient child
protection officers. Moreover, many districts lack adequate facilities for victim support services, such as shelters, medical
care, or psychological counseling, further complicating the recovery process for victims. The lack of coordination between
law enforcement, judiciary, and social services also weakens the overall child protection system and delays the delivery of
justice.

In conclusion, while significant strides have been made in enacting laws to protect children from sexual abuse, the practical
challenges in enforcement and judicial processes remain a significant barrier to achieving justice. Delays in investigation
and trial, difficulties in evidence collection, inadequate victim protection, false allegations, and lack of resources contribute
to a system that often fails to deliver timely and effective justice. Addressing these challenges requires concerted efforts at
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the governmental, judicial, and community levels to ensure that the legal protections offered to children are upheld and
that victims are provided the necessary support and resources to heal and seek justice.

Conclusion

The implementation of laws for the protection of children from sexual abuse in Madhya Pradesh faces numerous challenges
despite the existence of robust legal frameworks. While national and international legal instruments, such as the POCSO
Act, the Juvenile Justice Act, and constitutional provisions, provide strong foundations for child protection, their
enforcement remains inconsistent and riddled with obstacles. This study has highlighted several key issues, including
delays in the investigation and trial of cases, insufficient evidence collection mechanisms, and a lack of resources for
effective law enforcement. Moreover, the psychological, social, and emotional support for victims remains inadequate, and
the judicial system struggles with case backlogs and lengthy trial processes, leading to a delay in justice. Furthermore, the
protection of child victims and witnesses during trials remains a significant concern, with many vulnerable children facing
further trauma. The role of NGOs and child welfare committees is crucial, yet the lack of coordination and support hinders
their full potential in addressing the complex issue of child sexual abuse. Addressing these challenges requires a multi-
pronged approach, including better training for law enforcement, strengthening victim support systems, enhancing public
awareness, and providing sufficient infrastructure and resources. Only through a collective effort from government bodies,
judicial institutions, civil society organizations, and communities can the laws designed to protect children be effectively
implemented, ensuring that justice is served and that the protection of children remains a priority in Madhya Pradesh.
Recommendations provided by this study aim to foster systemic change and improve the overall child protection framework
in the state.
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