European Economic Letters
ISSN 2323-5233

Vol 14, Issue 4 (2024)
http://eelet.org.uk

Gendered Realities in Electronic Media: A Theoretical Study of
Women Journalists’ Status and Representation

Prof. V. Durga Bhavani
Professor, Department of Communication & Journalism, Sri Padmavati Mahila, Visvavidyalayam, Tirupati.

Suneetha
Research Scholar, Department of Communication & Journalism, Sri Padmavati Mahila, Visvavidyalayam,
Tirupati.

Abstract

The rapid expansion of television, radio, community radio, and digital platforms, women’s
participation in journalism has increased significantly. This paper examines gendered realities
in electronic media through a theoretical analysis of women journalists’ status and
representation. However, structural inequalities, gendered hierarchies, and representational
biases continue to persist within media institutions. Drawing on key frameworks such as
Feminist Media Theory, Symbolic Annihilation Theory, Gendered Organization Theory, and
Digital Feminist Theory, the paper analyzes how power relations, organizational practices,
and media discourses shape women’s professional experiences and visibility. The study
highlights that newsroom structures often privilege masculine norms, limiting women’s
access to leadership and decision-making roles. It further demonstrates how media content
reinforces stereotypes through underrepresentation and biased portrayals. In digital
environments, while new opportunities for visibility and engagement have emerged, women
journalists also face heightened levels of online harassment and gendered abuse. By
integrating multiple theoretical perspectives, the paper offers a comprehensive understanding
of gender inequalities in electronic media. It emphasizes the need for inclusive media
ecosystems and calls for future empirical research to validate and extend these theoretical
insights, particularly in diverse socio-cultural contexts.

Keywords: Women Journalists, Electronic Media, Newsroom Culture, Feminist Media
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1. Introduction

1.1. Growth of electronic media (TV, radio, community radio, digital platforms)
Electronic media has witnessed rapid expansion, driven by technological innovation and
increasing demand for instant communication. Television emerged as a dominant medium,
combining audio-visual elements to deliver news and entertainment with wide reach and
strong audience influence. Its ability to provide live coverage significantly transformed news
dissemination and public engagement.

Radio, one of the earliest forms of electronic media, has remained relevant due to its
accessibility and affordability. It continues to serve diverse audiences, especially in rural and
remote areas, offering news, education, and entertainment through both public and private
broadcasting systems.

Community radio has gained importance as a participatory medium, particularly in
developing regions. It empowers local communities by providing a platform for marginalized
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voices, promoting grassroots communication, and addressing region-specific issues. In India,
community radio plays a crucial role in rural development and social awareness.

The rise of digital media has further revolutionized the communication landscape. Internet-
based platforms, including online news portals, social media, and mobile applications, enable
real-time information sharing and interactive engagement. Digital journalism has blurred
traditional boundaries, allowing journalists to operate across multiple platforms while
reaching global audiences instantly [18].

Together, these forms of electronic media have reshaped the production, distribution, and
consumption of information, making communication more immediate, inclusive, and
dynamic.

1.2 Increasing Participation of Women but Persistent Inequalities

The participation of women in electronic media has increased significantly over the years,
particularly in television and digital journalism. Expanding educational opportunities,
professional training, and the growth of media industries have enabled more women to enter
roles such as reporters, anchors, editors, and content creators. In many contexts, women have
become highly visible in front-facing positions, especially in broadcast and online platforms
[20].

However, this numerical growth has not translated into substantive equality. Structural
inequalities continue to shape women’s experiences within media organizations. Leadership
positions remain predominantly occupied by men, limiting women’s influence in editorial
decision-making and policy formation [2][7]. Gender-based wage disparities, job insecurity,
and restricted access to high-profile assignments further reinforce unequal professional
trajectories [11].

Additionally, workplace cultures often reflect entrenched gender norms, resulting in
discrimination, harassment, and challenges in balancing professional and personal
responsibilities [14][9]. In digital spaces, women journalists also encounter online abuse and
gendered harassment, which affects their visibility and participation in public discourse
[17][12].

These persistent inequalities indicate that while access to the profession has improved, deeper
institutional and cultural transformations are required to achieve genuine gender parity in
electronic media.

2. Review Of Literature

2.1 Gender and Newsroom Structures

Beam and Di Cicco (2010) examined how female leadership influenced newsroom
operations and news content. Their analysis indicated that women in managerial roles
reshaped editorial priorities and encouraged more inclusive coverage. Gender dynamics
within decision-making structures appeared to shift, affecting news selection and
organizational culture. Evidence suggested that increased female representation in leadership
contributed to gradual transformation in traditionally male-dominated media environments,
promoting diversity and broader perspectives in journalism practice.

Correa and Harp (2011) explored how women’s presence and influence within newsrooms

affected coverage of the HPV vaccine. Their analysis demonstrated that higher proportions of
female journalists and greater decision-making power led to more comprehensive and health-
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focused reporting. Increased critical mass of women was associated with shifts in news
framing, emphasizing public health concerns and gender-sensitive perspectives, thereby
highlighting the significance of representation in shaping media content.

2.2 Representation and Media Content

Meeks (2012) analyzed media coverage of women candidates seeking executive political
offices, focusing on gendered framing. The analysis revealed that female candidates were
often evaluated through masculine norms of leadership, emphasizing toughness and
competence. Coverage frequently questioned their suitability for executive roles, reinforcing
stereotypes. Such portrayals shaped public perceptions by privileging traditionally masculine
traits, thereby illustrating how gender biases influenced political journalism and constrained
the representation of women leaders.

Shor et al. (2015) investigated persistent gender disparities in printed news by analyzing
large-scale publication data. Their analysis showed that women journalists received
significantly fewer bylines compared to men, indicating systemic underrepresentation.
Structural and cultural factors within news organizations appeared to limit visibility and
opportunities for women. This “paper ceiling” reflected enduring inequalities in journalistic
recognition, reinforcing gender imbalances in authorship and influence within the media
industry.

2.3 Credibility and Gender Perception

Brann and Himes (2010) examined audience perceptions of credibility among male and
female television newscasters. Their analysis indicated that gender influenced how viewers
evaluated trustworthiness and competence, with male anchors often perceived as more
authoritative. Female newscasters were assessed through appearance and presentation factors
alongside professional ability. These patterns reflected underlying societal biases,
demonstrating how gender shaped credibility judgments and influenced audience reception in
broadcast journalism.

Weibel, Wissmath, and Groner (2008) investigated how gender and age influenced
perceptions of newscasters’ credibility in a Swiss context. Their analysis revealed that both
factors significantly shaped audience evaluations, with younger presenters and male
journalists often perceived as more credible. Female newscasters were judged more critically
in terms of appearance and age. These patterns underscored how social biases affected
credibility assessments in broadcast journalism.

2.4 Workplace Challenges and Gendered Experiences

North (2016) examined experiences of sexual harassment among female journalists within
newsroom environments. The analysis revealed that harassment was widespread and often
normalized, creating hostile working conditions. Women reported emotional distress, reduced
job satisfaction, and limited career progression. Organizational responses were frequently
inadequate, discouraging reporting of incidents. These patterns highlighted structural
inequalities and power imbalances, demonstrating how workplace cultures perpetuated
gendered discrimination in journalism.

O’Brien (2017) explored women’s leadership in media, focusing on tensions between
feminine and feminist approaches to management. The analysis indicated that women leaders
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navigated complex expectations shaped by gender norms and organizational cultures.
Leadership styles were often scrutinized through stereotypical lenses, influencing authority
and acceptance. These dynamics revealed challenges in achieving transformative leadership,
highlighting how gendered expectations shaped women’s roles and influence within media
institutions.

North (2014) examined challenges faced by women journalists balancing motherhood and
professional responsibilities within newsroom environments. The analysis showed that
journalism remained a male-dominated space, where organizational norms often conflicted
with caregiving roles. Women experienced career interruptions, limited advancement
opportunities, and pressure to conform to demanding work schedules. These conditions
reinforced gender inequalities, illustrating how motherhood influenced participation and
progression in journalism careers.

2.5 Digital Media and Emerging Gender Issues

Lewis, Rowe, and Wiper (2017) examined online abuse targeting feminists as a form of
gendered violence. Their analysis showed that digital platforms facilitated harassment,
including threats, misogynistic language, and intimidation. Women engaging in public
discourse faced disproportionate hostility, which restricted participation and expression.
These patterns demonstrated how online environments reproduced and intensified offline
gender inequalities, highlighting the need to address digital harassment as a serious societal
issue.

Usher, Holcomb, and Littman (2015) examined how Twitter shaped gender dynamics
among political journalists. Their analysis indicated that social media interactions amplified
existing gender biases, creating echo chambers that reinforced unequal visibility and
engagement. Women journalists encountered higher levels of scrutiny and negative feedback
compared to men. These dynamics highlighted how digital platforms intensified gendered
disparities, influencing professional experiences and public discourse in political journalism.
Molyneux (2019) examined how journalists constructed personal brands on social media,
focusing on gender differences. The analysis indicated that branding practices varied, with
women more likely to emphasize personality and audience engagement. Professional identity
was shaped by platform expectations and gender norms. These patterns suggested that self-
presentation in digital spaces reinforced existing inequalities while also offering opportunities
for visibility and career advancement in journalism.

2.6 Global and Contemporary Perspectives

Taha and Fahmy (2023) conducted a cross-cultural analysis of women’s presence in online
news content. Their analysis revealed persistent underrepresentation of women across
different regions and media systems. Gender disparities were evident in sourcing, visibility,
and thematic focus. Cultural and structural factors influenced these patterns, demonstrating
that inequalities in representation remained a global concern despite the expansion of digital
journalism platforms

Subtil and Silveirinha (2023) investigated gender dynamics within newsrooms through an
ethnographic approach. Their analysis revealed that everyday routines and interactions
reproduced gendered hierarchies and professional roles. Informal practices and organizational
norms shaped opportunities, often privileging men in decision-making positions. These
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observations highlighted how gender inequalities were embedded in newsroom culture,
demonstrating the persistence of subtle yet influential forms of discrimination in journalism.

3. Theoretical Framework

Theoretical Framework

Feminist Symbolic
Media Theory Annihilation

Media Power & Theory
Representation Underrepresentation
Gen der & Stereotypes
Inequality
in the
Newsroom

Gendered Digital
Organization Feminist Theory
Theory

Online Activism

Workplace Structures & Harassment
& Norms

3.1. Feminist Media Theory
Feminist Media Theory provides a critical framework for analyzing how media institutions,
content, and practices are shaped by gendered power relations. It originates from broader
feminist scholarship and examines how media both reflects and reinforces patriarchal
structures within society [28].

At its core, this perspective argues that media organizations operate within male-dominated
systems where decision-making power is disproportionately held by men. As a result,
newsroom cultures, professional norms, and editorial priorities often privilege masculine
values, influencing both the production and representation of news [2][7]. Women journalists,
despite increasing participation, frequently encounter structural barriers that limit their access
to leadership roles and high-status assignments [9][14].

Feminist Media Theory also critiques the ways in which women are represented in media
content. It highlights patterns of stereotyping, marginalization, and symbolic annihilation,
where women are either underrepresented or portrayed in limited, traditional roles [11][16].
These representations shape public perceptions and reinforce gender inequalities.

In contemporary contexts, the theory has expanded to include digital media environments,
where issues such as online harassment, visibility, and self-representation have become
significant [17][18]. It emphasizes that gender is not merely an individual attribute but a
socially constructed category embedded within institutional practices and media discourses.
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3.2 Symbolic Annihilation Theory

Symbolic Annihilation Theory explains how the absence, trivialization, or misrepresentation
of certain groups in media content contributes to their marginalization in society. Originally
articulated within media sociology, the concept highlights that representation is not merely
about visibility but also about the quality and nature of portrayal [11].

Within the context of electronic media, women are often underrepresented or depicted in
stereotypical roles, such as caregivers or soft-news reporters, rather than authoritative figures
in politics, economics, or investigative journalism [10][8]. Even when present, their
contributions may be minimized or framed through gendered expectations, reinforcing
traditional norms.

This theoretical perspective identifies three key dimensions: omission (lack of representation),
trivialization (portrayal in limited or insignificant roles), and condemnation (negative or
biased framing). Together, these processes symbolically “erase” women from positions of
power and influence in media narratives [11].

Symbolic annihilation is significant because media plays a central role in shaping social
reality. Persistent patterns of exclusion and distortion influence audience perceptions,
normalize gender hierarchies, and limit the perceived legitimacy of women as professionals,
including journalists.

Thus, the theory provides a critical lens to understand how representation in electronic media
sustains broader gender inequalities, even in contexts where women’s participation appears to
be increasing.

.3 Gendered Organization Theory

Gendered Organization Theory explains how organizational structures, processes, and
cultures are inherently shaped by gendered power relations. Rather than viewing inequality as
an individual issue, this perspective argues that institutions themselves are structured in ways
that privilege masculine norms and disadvantage women [5][16].

In the context of electronic media, newsrooms function as gendered organizations where roles,
responsibilities, and career trajectories are influenced by implicit gender expectations.
Decision-making positions, such as editors and senior management roles, are often dominated
by men, while women are concentrated in lower or less influential positions [2][7]. This
vertical and horizontal segregation reinforces unequal access to authority and professional
advancement.

The theory also highlights how everyday practices such as assignment allocation, work
schedules, and informal networking contribute to sustaining gender hierarchies [24].
Expectations around long working hours, mobility, and availability often conflict with
societal norms related to women’s caregiving roles, further limiting their career progression

[9].

Additionally, organizational culture plays a crucial role. Norms that value assertiveness,
competitiveness, and continuous availability tend to align with traditionally masculine traits,
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making it challenging for women to navigate and succeed without conforming to these
expectations.

3.4 Digital Feminist Theory

Digital Feminist Theory examines how gender dynamics are constructed, contested, and
transformed within digital media environments. It extends feminist media perspectives into
online spaces, focusing on how platforms such as social media, blogs, and digital news sites
shape women’s participation, visibility, and agency [18].

This perspective highlights that digital media offers new opportunities for women journalists
to build professional identities, engage directly with audiences, and challenge traditional
gatekeeping structures. Through personal branding, independent publishing, and interactive
communication, women can gain visibility and influence beyond conventional newsroom
hierarchies [18].

However, Digital Feminist Theory also emphasizes the persistence of gendered inequalities in
online spaces. Women journalists frequently encounter harassment, trolling, and misogynistic
abuse, which can restrict their participation and silence their voices [17][12][25]. These forms
of digital violence mirror and often intensify offline discrimination.

The theory further explores how algorithms, platform design, and audience behavior can
reproduce biases, affecting whose voices are amplified or marginalized. It also recognizes the
role of digital activism in challenging inequalities, where women use online platforms to
advocate for rights, share experiences, and build solidarities.

4. Research methodology

. Type: Qualitative, theoretical study
o Method: Critical literature review
o Justification:

No primary data (acknowledge as limitation)
Focus on conceptual clarity

o Research gap

Despite extensive scholarship on gender and media, several critical gaps remain in
understanding the status and representation of women journalists in electronic media:
Limited focus on electronic media integration: Existing literature has predominantly
examined print journalism or isolated digital contexts, with insufficient theoretical synthesis
across television, radio, community radio, and digital platforms.

Underdeveloped theoretical integration: Prior studies have applied individual frameworks
such as feminist media theory or symbolic annihilation in isolation, lacking a comprehensive,
multi-theoretical approach to explain gendered newsroom realities.

Insufficient attention to Global South contexts: Much of the research is concentrated in
Western settings, with limited theoretical exploration relevant to regions like India,
particularly Andhra Pradesh and Telangana.

Neglect of institutional-digital intersection: While newsroom inequalities and online
harassment have been studied separately, there is a gap in understanding how traditional
organizational structures intersect with digital media dynamics.

Lack of conceptual models: Few studies have proposed integrated conceptual frameworks
linking newsroom structures, representation patterns, and audience perceptions.
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o Objectives

o Examine status of women journalists

@ Analyze gendered representation patterns

o Theoretically interpret structural inequalities

Research Questions
How are women positioned within electronic media institutions?
How does gender shape news production and representation?

@)

5. Conclusion

The theoretical analysis highlighted that gender inequalities in electronic media are deeply
embedded within institutional structures, cultural norms, and representational practices.
Feminist Media Theory explained how patriarchal power relations shape newsroom
hierarchies and professional opportunities. Symbolic Annihilation Theory demonstrated how
women’s underrepresentation and stereotypical portrayals influence public perception and
reinforce marginalization. Gendered Organization Theory revealed that newsroom practices,
roles, and decision-making processes are structured in ways that privilege masculine norms.
Digital Feminist Theory extended this understanding to online spaces, showing how digital
platforms simultaneously enable visibility and reproduce gendered harassment.

Together, these perspectives provided a comprehensive understanding of how women
journalists’ status and representation are shaped by interconnected structural and discursive
forces, emphasizing the persistence of inequality despite increasing participation in electronic
media.

The analysis underscored that equitable representation and participation are essential for a
democratic and credible media environment. Inclusive newsrooms enable diverse
perspectives, improve the quality and balance of news content, and challenge entrenched
gender biases. Promoting gender equality in recruitment, leadership, and editorial decision-
making fosters institutional accountability and innovation. Such ecosystems not only support
women journalists’ professional growth but also contribute to more representative and
socially responsive media narratives.

The study emphasized the need for data-driven research to substantiate the proposed
theoretical framework. Future studies may employ surveys, in-depth interviews, and
ethnographic methods to examine the lived experiences of women journalists across
electronic media sectors. Additionally, quantitative content analysis and audience studies can
validate patterns of representation and perception, strengthening the empirical grounding of
gender—media scholarship.
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